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METHODOLOGY
STATEMENT

DemosAU 

Jointly commissioned by Free the Hounds and GREY2K USA
Worldwide

Free the Hounds and GREY2K USA Worldwide

06-28 October, 2025

Internet panels & Random Device Engagement

West Australians 18+ eligible to vote at elections

2,895

No

1,756

+/-2.4% (+/-5% for MRP Electorate Shares)

Age x gender, education, income, residential tenure, state x
region, 2025 Federal Election vote (Rim-weighting only), current
state VI (MRP only)

Multi-level Regression and Poststratification for Q7 in this report.
Rim Weighting for all other questions.

Full Questions noted throughout report. Questions with ordinal
answer sequence randomly flipped. All other questions order of
answers randomised with don’t know kept last. 

Internet panels (84%) & Random Device Engagement (16%)

WA State Voting Intention asked first after Demographic
Questions.

All respondents are included in total.

N/A

Research company 

Client commissioning the research
 

End client 

Fieldwork dates 

Mode of data collection 

Target population 

Sample size 

Is voting intention published?

Effective sample size after weighting
applied 

Margin of error associated with effective
sample size 

Variables used in weighting 

Weighting method used 

Full question text, responses categories
and randomisation 

Source of sample 

Positioning of voting intention questions
in questionnaire? 

How were undecided voters handled? 

2PP calculation method 

Publication date: 14 November 2025
Methodology Statement
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SUMMARY

DemosAU surveyed 2,895 Western Australian residents in October 2025 to assess attitudes toward
greyhound racing and potential policy reform. The results indicate strong public sentiment in
favour of phasing out greyhound racing, consistent across most demographics and all
electorates.

How this research was conducted

Majority support for phase-out

Respondents were initially asked a series of questions to test their underlying attitudes towards
greyhound racing and its place in WA. They were then shown six prominent arguments (three
supporting the industry, three opposed) made by supporters and opponents of greyhound racing,
and asked whether each made them more inclined to support or oppose greyhound racing, or
whether the arguments made no difference to their position.

After being presented with these arguments, respondents were again asked a series of questions
about their attitudes to racing. This was done both to measure the impact of different arguments
and also to ensure respondents were informed about the issue before answering the final key
attitudinal questions. 

At the start of the survey (Q1), 44% of respondents indicated they had a negative view of
greyhound racing, compared to 21% who had a positive view and 35% who had neither a positive
or negative view. After being shown the top three arguments from both sides of the debate,
respondents were asked whether they believed, whether the Western Australian Parliament should
vote to phase out greyhound racing (Q7). A large majority (60%) said yes, compared to 23% who
were opposed and 17% who were unsure. This represents a clear statewide majority and aligns with
broader responses indicating declining public support for the practice.

Support for a phase out was consistent across gender and age. Women were significantly more
likely to support the policy (65% vs 54% of men). Support by age was relatively consistent at 60-
62% among all age brackets except 18-24. By education, endorsement was strongest among those
with tertiary qualifications (64–70%). Support by income was relatively consistent at 59-62%, with
only respondents earning over $200,000 showing lower levels of support.

Political affiliation showed broad consensus: 62% of Labor and 58% of Liberal voters favoured a
phase out, alongside 70% of Greens voters and 53% of Nationals voters.
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SUMMARY

Utilising respondents’ demographics and Census data, DemosAU produced a Multilevel
Regression and Poststratification (MRP) model based on responses to Q7, with projections for all
59 state electorates in WA.

The model shows majority support for a phase out across all metro and regional electorates.
Support for a phase out was strongest in Fremantle (net support: +44%) and lowest in Pilbara
(+25%).

MRP Model shows support for phase out across all state electorates

Animal welfare, regulatory arguments are the most effective
The most persuasive arguments against greyhound racing were those focused on animal welfare
and independent regulation. The welfare-based argument, highlighting injury and death rates,
including a 155% increase in on-track deaths between 2022 and 2023, caused 64% of respondents
to indicate an increase in opposition to greyhound racing. The regulatory argument, which
underscored the lack of independent oversight and medical equipment at tracks, was nearly as
effective with 60% more opposed

Pro-racing messages did not perform as strongly. The most effective, emphasising jobs and
economic impact, saw only 28% of respondents indicate greater support for greyhound racing.
Arguments in favour of current regulatory framework for greyhound racing returned a simialr
result.

The research demonstrates that a clear and demographically broad majority of Western
Australians support a parliamentary vote to phase out greyhound racing. The findings suggest
that messages centred on animal welfare, safety, and independent oversight are particularly
influential, while economic or cultural defences resonate weakly. The MRP model indicates
majority support for a phase out in every electorate across Western Australia, reinforcing the
political viability of reform.

Conclusion

George Hasanakos
Director, Head of Research
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TOPLINE RESULTS

Q1. What would you say is your impression of greyhound racing today?

Q2. Generally speaking, do you think greyhounds bred for racing have a good or bad quality of
life?

Q3. How important do you think greyhound racing is to the Western Australia economy?

Stage 1: General Attitudes

Q4. Do you generally support or oppose the Western Australia Government spending $33
million to fund greyhound racing each year?

Very good quality of life Somewhat good quality of life Neither good nor bad Somewhat bad quality of life

Very bad quality of life

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

8% 19% 29% 27% 17%

Very favourable Somewhat favourable Neither favorable nor unfavourable Somewhat unfavourable

Very unfavourable

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

7% 14% 35% 20% 24%

Very important Somewhat important Neither important nor unimportant Not very important

Not important at all

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

9% 23% 30% 21% 17%

Strongly support Somewhat support Neither support nor oppose Somewhat oppose

Strongly oppose

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

4% 10% 25% 28% 33%
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TOPLINE RESULTS

Much more
likely to
support

Some-
what more

likely to
support

Makes 
no 

difference

Some-
what more

opposed
Much more

opposed
Total More

Support
Total More
Opposed

Argument 1 6% 8% 22% 24% 40% 14% 64%

Argument 2 5% 9% 26% 25% 35% 14% 60%

Argument 3 9% 12% 29% 22% 28% 21% 50%

Stage 2a: Argument Testing
Q4. Now here are some statements made by opponents of greyhound racing in Western
Australia. After reading each, please indicate if you would support or oppose greyhound racing,
or it makes no difference.

Argument 1: Greyhounds often suffer serious injuries while racing, including broken legs, broken
backs, and paralysis. Already this year 62 greyhounds have suffered serious injuries, including
broken legs, necks and internal hemorrhage at Western Australian racetracks, and at least 28
greyhounds have died. There was a 155% increase in on track greyhound deaths from 2022 to 2023.

Argument 2: The regulation of greyhound racing in Western Australia is undertaken by the sport
itself, with no independent oversight and no opportunity for independent investigators to have any
oversight. There is a lack of adequate medical equipment available at tracks, resulting in
additional injuries not being picked up when they occur.

Argument 3: Australia is one of just five countries with active commercial greyhound racing. New
Zealand, Scotland, Wales and Tasmania have announced their intent to phase out the practice.
Jurisdictions all around the world are deciding that the overbreeding, injuries and deaths inherent
to greyhound racing are unjustifiable.

Much more likely to support Somewhat more likely to support Makes no difference Somewhat more opposed Much more opposed

0 20 40 60 80 100

Argument 1

Argument 2

Argument 3
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TOPLINE RESULTS

Much more
likely to
support

Somewhat
more likely
to support

Makes no
difference

Somewhat
more

opposed
Much more

opposed
Total More

Support
Total More
Opposed

Argument 1 8% 20% 48% 12% 12% 28% 24%

Argument 2 7% 21% 45% 13% 14% 28% 27%

Argument 3 6% 17% 49% 13% 15% 23% 28%

Stage 2b: Argument Testing
Q5. Now here are some statements made by supporters of greyhound racing in Westen
Australia. After reading each, please indicate if you would support or oppose greyhound racing,
or it makes no difference.
Argument 1: Greyhound racing provides more than 130 full time jobs for West Australians and,
according to Racing and Wagering Western Australia, has a total economic impact of $225 million.
These jobs would be lost if greyhound racing ended.

Argument 2: Greyhound racing is subject to strict governance and integrity measures. In addition,
Racing and Wagering Western Australia has a comprehensive welfare strategy that safeguards
the wellbeing of greyhounds. The Western Australian Government has consistently expressed its
support for greyhound racing because of these high standards.

Argument 3: Greyhound racing brings together family and friends, creating community and social
benefits for those involved. Taking away another form of entertainment further isolates us from one
another

Much more likely to support Somewhat more likely to support Makes no difference Somewhat more opposed Much more opposed

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Argument 1

Argument 2

Argument 3
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TOPLINE RESULTS

Response %

Greyhound racing should be banned in Western Australia as soon
as possible 30%

Greyhound racing should be phased out over the next several
years 34%

Greyhound racing should remain legal in Western Australia 23%

Don’t know 13%

Stage 3: Post Argument Testing Questions

Q6. Which of the following statements is closest to your opinion on greyhound racing?

Q7. Based on everything you know, do you think the Western Australian Parliament should vote
to phase out greyhound racing? (Multi-level Regression and Poststratification)

Yes Don't Know No

60 17 23

Q8.If a political party supported phasing out greyhound racing, would that make you more or
less likely to support that party’s candidate in an election?

Much more likely Somewhat more likely Don’t know/Prefer not to say Somewhat less likely

Much less likely

14% 29% 41% 10% 6%



YES NO DK

WA 60% 23% 17%

Gender

Male 54% 31% 15%

Female 65% 15% 20%

Age

18-24 55% 22% 23%

25-34 62% 21% 17%

35-44 60% 26% 14%

45-54 60% 28% 12%

55+ 60% 19% 21%

Males, by Age

Male 18-24 51% 30% 19%

Male 25-34 56% 30% 14%

Male 35-44 52% 36% 12%

Male 45-54 52% 38% 10%

Male 55+ 56% 26% 18%

Females, by Age

Female 18-24 61% 14% 25%

Female 25-34 68% 14% 18%

Female 35-44 67% 17% 16%

Female 45-54 67% 19% 14%

Female 55+ 63% 13% 24%
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Q7. Based on everything you know, do you think the Western Australian Parliament should vote
to phase out greyhound racing? (Multi-level Regression and Poststratification)

ATTITUDES TOWARDS PHASE
OUT - DEMOGRAPHICS



YES NO DK

Education

Didn’t Finish Grade 12 49% 26% 25%

Grade 12 55% 23% 22%

TAFE/Apprenticeship 62% 24% 14%

Undergraduate 70% 17% 13%

Postgraduate 64% 25% 11%
Income

Less than $45,000 59% 19% 22%

$45,001 - $75,000 61% 23% 16%

$75,001 - $125,000 60% 26% 14%

$125,001- $200,000 62% 28% 10%

More than $200,000 52% 33% 15%
Location

Inner Perth 64% 22% 14%

Northern Perth/Joondalup 59% 23% 18%

Eastern Perth 60% 25% 15%

Southern Perth/Mandurah 62% 22% 16%

Country 54% 22% 24%
Voting Intention

ALP 62% 23% 15%

LIB 58% 28% 14%

NAT 53% 26% 21%

GRN 70% 17% 13%

OTH 61% 20% 19%

UNDEC 47% 13% 40%
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS PHASE
OUT - DEMOGRAPHICS
Q7. Based on everything you know, do you think the Western Australian Parliament should vote
to phase out greyhound racing? (Multi-level Regression and Poststratification)



Electorate YES NO DK NET YES
Fremantle 65% 21% 14% 44%
Nedlands 65% 22% 13% 43%
Bibra Lake 63% 20% 17% 43%
Bateman 64% 22% 14% 42%

Bicton 64% 22% 14% 42%
Cottesloe 64% 22% 14% 42%
Jandakot 64% 22% 14% 42%
Maylands 64% 22% 14% 42%

Mount Lawley 64% 22% 14% 42%
Riverton 64% 22% 14% 42%

Churchlands 64% 23% 13% 41%
Cockburn 63% 22% 15% 41%

Oakford 63% 22% 15% 41%
Perth 64% 23% 13% 41%

South Perth 64% 23% 13% 41%

Southern River 63% 22% 15% 41%
Baldivis 62% 22% 16% 40%

Kwinana 62% 22% 16% 40%
Secret Harbour 62% 22% 16% 40%

Victoria Park 63% 23% 14% 40%
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS PHASE
OUT - BY ELECTORATE
Q7. Based on everything you know, do you think the Western Australian Parliament should vote
to phase out greyhound racing? (Multi-level Regression and Poststratification)

Sorted by Net Agreement
Labor Held Liberal Held Nationals Held



Electorate YES NO DK NET AGREE
Dawesville 61% 22% 17% 39%

Rockingham 61% 22% 17% 39%
Carine 61% 23% 16% 38%

Mandurah 60% 22% 18% 38%
Scarborough 61% 23% 16% 38%

Balcatta 60% 23% 17% 37%
Cannington 61% 24% 15% 37%

Hillarys 60% 23% 17% 37%
Joondalup 60% 23% 17% 37%

Kalamunda 61% 24% 15% 37%
Kingsley 60% 23% 17% 37%

Warren-Blackwood 56% 20% 24% 36%
Bassendean 59% 23% 18% 36%

Mindarie 59% 23% 18% 36%
Morley 59% 23% 18% 36%

Thornlie 60% 24% 16% 36%
West Swan 60% 24% 16% 36%

Vasse 56% 21% 23% 35%
Armadale 59% 24% 17% 35%
Belmont 60% 25% 15% 35%
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS PHASE
OUT - BY ELECTORATE
Q7. Based on everything you know, do you think the Western Australian Parliament should vote
to phase out greyhound racing? (Multi-level Regression and Poststratification)

Sorted by Net Agreement
Labor Held Liberal Held Nationals Held



Electorate YES NO DK NET AGREE
Butler 59% 24% 17% 35%

Darling Range 60% 25% 15% 35%
Girrawheen 58% 23% 19% 35%
Landsdale 59% 24% 17% 35%
Swan Hills 60% 25% 15% 35%
Wanneroo 59% 24% 17% 35%

Albany 55% 21% 24% 34%
Forrestfield 59% 25% 16% 34%

Midland 59% 25% 16% 34%
Bunbury 55% 22% 23% 33%

Collie-Preston 54% 22% 24% 32%
Geraldton 53% 21% 26% 32%
Kimberley 54% 22% 24% 32%

Murray-Wellington 53% 22% 25% 31%
Central Wheatbelt 52% 23% 25% 29%

Mid-West 52% 23% 25% 29%
Roe 52% 23% 25% 29%

Kalgoorlie 52% 26% 22% 26%
Pilbara 52% 27% 21% 25%
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS PHASE
OUT - BY ELECTORATE
Q7. Based on everything you know, do you think the Western Australian Parliament should vote
to phase out greyhound racing?

Sorted by Net Agreement
Labor Held Liberal Held Nationals Held



Get in Touch
Evan Schwarten

0411663685

evan@demosau.com

LETS TALK ABOUT HOW WE
CAN HELP YOU

15

mailto:evan@escocommunications.com.au

