
Party Vote % Change Since Last Election

Labor (with Peter Malinauskas as
Leader) 47% 7.0%

Liberal (with Vincent Tarzia as Leader) 21% -14.7%

The Greens 13% 3.9%

Any Other Candidate 19% 3.8%

Two-Party Preferred

Labor TPP 66% 11.4%

Liberal TPP 34% -11.4%

Preferred Premier %

Peter Malinauskas (Labor) 58%
Vincent Tarzia (Liberal) 19%

Don't Know 23%

Note: Excludes 7% of voters who were undecided
Preferred Premier
Who is your Preferred Premier?

If a State Election for South Australia was held today, which one of the following would you vote
for? 

Voting Intention - Lower House
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South Australian Poll
Sample size: 1006. Effective margin of error:+/- 3.9%. Dates:  6-15 October 2025.



Party Vote % Change Since Last
Election

Labor (with Peter Malinauskas as Leader) 37% 0.0%

Liberal (with Vincent Tarzia as Leader) 17% -17.4%

Pauline Hanson's One Nation 12% 7.8%

The Greens 11% 2.0%

Animal Justice Party 4% 2.5%

Legalise Cannabis 4% 1.9%

SA-Best 4% 2.9%

Australian Family Party 3% 2.1%

Family First 3% -0.1%

Stephen Pallaras - Real Change SA 2% 1.1%

Nationals 1% 0.3%

Sarah Game Fair Go for Australians 1% 1.0%

United Voice Australia Party 1% 1.0%

Jing Lee - Better Community 0%* 0.0%

If a State Election for South Australia was held today, which one of the following would you vote
for in the Legislative Council (Upper House)?

Voting Intention - Upper House
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Note: Excludes 12% of voters who were undecided
*Polled greater than 0% but less than 0.5%



Party Poll est. 
2026 election

Continuing
2022 election

Est. Upper
House

Composition
post-2026

election

Labor 4 5 9

Liberal 2 4 6

Pauline Hanson's One Nation 1 1

The Greens 1 1 2

Sarah Game Fair Go for Australians 1 1

In Doubt 3 3

Upper House - Seat Estimate
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Note on Upper House Seat Estimate from DemosAU Head of Research George Hasanakos:

“With an upper house vote of 37 per cent or 4.44 quotas, Labor is on track to elect four or maybe
five upper house members next year to join their five continuing MLCs. 

This would leave the Labor government with nine or 10 MLCs, short of the 12 needed for majority. 

However given the large minor party vote spread among many small parties, Labor could have
multiple paths to negotiate passage of Government legislation. 

“One Nation is polling 12 per cent in the upper house, which would easily elect one MLC and
potentially a second.”



Names Positive Neutral Negative Net
Positive

Peter Malinauskas (Premier, Labor) 49% 37% 14% 35%

Kyam Maher (Deputy Premier, Labor) 17% 66% 17% 0%

Chris Picton (Health Minister, Labor) 20% 55% 25% -5%

Vincent Tarzia (Opposition Leader,
Liberal) 15% 55% 30% -15%

Ashton Hurn (Shadow Health Minister,
Liberal) 16% 60% 24% -8%

Ben Hood (Shadow Transport Minister,
Liberal) 15% 62% 23% -8%

Direction %

Right Direction 45%

Wrong Direction 36%

I don't know 19%

Leaders 

Right Direction/Wrong Direction

What is your opinion on the following people?
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Q. In your opinion, is South Australia heading in the right direction or the wrong
direction?



Issue %

Cost of Living 32%

Housing 22%

Health & Hospitals 13%

Algal Bloom 6%

Economy 6%

Crime 5%

Climate Change 3%

Immigration 3%

Homelessness 3%

Government Performance 3%

Jobs and Employment 3%

Emergency Services 2%

Transport Infrastructure 2%

Debt 1%

Aged care 1%

Education 1%

Corruption 1%

Miscellaneous 11%

Top Issue
In your opinion, what is the biggest issue facing South Australia today?
Open ended question - categories assessed using AI
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Issue Good Job Neutral Bad Job Net Good
Job

Education and schools 30% 50% 20% 10%

Whyalla steelworks 24% 58% 18% 6%

Job creation 27% 49% 24% 3%

Crime and policing 27% 42% 31% -4%

Budget management 21% 50% 29% -8%

The Economy 21% 45% 34% -13%

Housing 15% 38% 47% -32%

The Algal bloom 11% 40% 49% -38%

Hospital ramping 10% 38% 52% -42%

Cost of living 11% 36% 53% -42%

Rating of Government’s Handling of Issues 
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Do you believe the Malinauskas State Government is doing a good job or a bad job or
managing these issues?
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State Voting Intention Tables - Demographics

Cohort

Labor (with
Peter

Malinauskas
as Leader)

Liberal (with
Vincent

Tarzia as
Leader)

The
Greens

Any Other
Candidate ALP TPP Don't know

SA 47% 21% 13% 19% 66% 7%

Gender
Males 51% 22% 7% 20% 66% 7%

Females 43% 20% 18% 19% 67% 7%

Age
18-34 42% 13% 29% 16% 73% 7%

35-54 52% 16% 8% 24% 70% 8%

55+ 46% 31% 6% 17% 59% 7%

Education
High School 50% 14% 13% 23% 71% 12%

TAFE 41% 28% 12% 19% 60% 4%

University 52% 22% 15% 11% 70% 4%

Residential tenure
Renting 48% 13% 20% 19% 73% 12%

Mortgage 52% 19% 13% 16% 70% 3%

Owned 41% 32% 5% 22% 55% 7%

Income
<$45K 44% 20% 11% 25% 65% 10%

$45-125K 49% 21% 15% 15% 68% 5%

>$125K 49% 24% 10% 17% 65% 2%



8

Research company 

Client commissioning the research: 

End client: 

Fieldwork dates:

Mode of data collection 

Target population: 

Sample size: 

Is voting intention published?

Effective sample size after weighting
applied: 

Margin of error associated with effective
sample size: 

Variables used in weighting: 

Weighting method used: 

Full question text, responses categories
and randomisation: 

Source of sample: 

Positioning of voting intention questions
in questionnaire:

How were undecided voters handled:

2PP calculation method

DemosAU 

Conducted in association with Ace Strategies

As Above

6-15 October 2025

Internet panels and Random Device Engagement

South Australian voters aged 18+ 

1006

Yes

661

+/- 3.9%

Age x gender, education, personal income, residential tenure,
location, 2025 Federal Vote.

Rim Weighting 

On pages 11 -12

 
Internet panels (68%) and Random Device Engagement (32%)

State lower house VI was first substantive question after
demographics. State upper house VI was asked immediately after.

State Lower House VI: Initial undecided voters were asked a leaner
question. Remaining undecided voters were excluded from final
totals. State Upper House VI: Undecided voters were excluded from
final totals, no leaner question asked.

Using 2022 state election preference flows.

Publication date: 20 October 2025
Methodology Statement
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Questions

Q. If a State Election for South Australia was held today, which one of the following would
you vote for?

Answers (all randomized except Don’t Know at end)
1= Labor (with Peter Malinauskas as Leader) 
2= Liberal (with Vincent Tarzia as Leader)
3= The Greens
4= Any Other Candidate
5= Don't Know

(if answered don’t know above) Q. Being undecided, to which of the following would you
have even a slight leaning towards?

Answers (all randomized except Don’t Know at end)
1= Labor (with Peter Malinauskas as Leader) 
2= Liberal (with Vincent Tarzia as Leader)
3= The Greens
4= Any Other Candidate
5= Don't Know

Q. If a State Election for South Australia was held today, which one of the following would
you vote for in the Legislative Council (Upper House)?

Answers (all randomized except Don’t Know at end)
1=Labor (with Peter Malinauskas as Leader)
2=Liberal (with Vincent Tarzia as Leader)
3=The Greens
4=Animal Justice Party
5=Australian Family Party
6=Family First
7=Jing Lee - Better Community
8=Legalise Cannabis
9=Nationals
10=Pauline Hanson's One Nation
11=SA-Best
12=Sarah Game Fair Go for Australians
13=Stephen Pallaras - Real Change SA
14=United Voice Australia Party
15=Don't Know

Q. Who is your preferred Premier?

Answers (all randomized except Don’t Know at end)
1=Peter Malinauskas (Labor)
2=Vincent Tarzia (Liberal)
3= Don't Know
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Q. What is your opinion on the following people?

Order of people tested randomized, Answer order randomly flipped

People tested
Peter Malinauskas (Premier, Labor)
Kyam Maher (Deputy Premier, Labor)
Chris Picton (Health Minister, Labor)
Vincent Tarzia (Opposition Leader, Liberal)
Ashton Hurn (Shadow Health Minister, Liberal)
Ben Hood (Shadow Transport Minister, Liberal)

Answers
1=Positive
2=Neutral
3=Negative

Q. In your opinion, is South Australia heading in the right direction or the wrong direction?

Answers (all randomized except Don’t Know at end)
1= Yes
2= No
3= Don't Know

Q. In your opinion, what is the biggest issue facing South Australia today?
Open-ended answer. Answer categories generated by artificial intelligence

Q. Do you believe the Malinauskas State Government is doing a good job or a bad job or
managing these issues?
Order of issues tested randomized, Answer order randomly flipped

Issues tested
Housing
Cost of living
Whyalla steelworks
Hospital ramping
The Algal bloom
Education and schools
Job creation
Crime and policing
Budget management
The Economy

Answers
1=Good Job
2=Neutral
3=Bad Job


