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METHODOLOGY
STATEMENT

DemosAU 

APLNG

APLNG

15-17 September 2025 

Internet panels

Australians (ex-WA) 18+ eligible to vote at elections

1302

No

730

+/-3.6%

Age x gender, education, income, residential tenure, state x
region, 2025 Federal Election vote

Rim Weighting 

Noted throughout report. For closed ended questions, order of
answers randomised with don’t know kept last. Ordinal answer
sequence rotated. For open-ended questions, answer categories
determined with assistance of artificial intelligence.

Online Panels (100%)

N/A

N/A

N/A

Research company 

Client commissioning the research 

End client 

Fieldwork dates 

Mode of data collection 

Target population 

Sample size 

Is voting intention published?

Effective sample size after weighting
applied 

Margin of error associated with effective
sample size 

Variables used in weighting 

Weighting method used 

Full question text, responses categories
and randomisation 

Source of sample 

Positioning of voting intention questions
in questionnaire? 

How were undecided voters handled? 

2PP calculation method 

Publication date: 29 October 2025
Methodology Statement
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SUMMARY
The DemosAU poll of 1302 Australians, across all states except WA, shows very strong public
support, at 79% for a national gas reservation policy, driven by concerns about affordability,
security of supply, and fairness.

Most respondents who support a national gas reservation policy believe that such a policy must be
comprehensive in scope, including that the federal government should lead (74%), and that it
should begin immediately (73%), applying broadly to all exporters (73%).

This clearly places the weight of public opinion against the application of carve-outs or
grandfather clauses to a national gas reservation policy.

After exposure to several detailed arguments for and against the gas reservation policy, support for
a national gas reservation policy was relatively unchanged at 78% (vs 79% for the initial question).

Arguments against a national gas reservation policy (risk to jobs, investment, trade reputation) had
limited traction compared to two key motivations for such a policy;

 Australian Gas for Australians First
 Lower Gas Prices

A very strong majority consider that if a company wants a permit to export gas from Australia they
should first have to sell gas into the Australian market at 82% agreed or strongly agreed. 

Cost of living and affordability is also central, with households especially prioritising these above
businesses or exports.

Both values are strongly supported, but the poll shows a stronger emphasis on national ownership
and domestic priority.

Australian Gas for Australians First
82% agreed or strongly agreed that gas exporters should first have to sell gas into the Australian
market to receive a permit to export.
58% of all respondents agree that natural resources like gas are owned by the Australian public.
When supporters of gas reservation were asked an open-ended question about why they
supported the policy, 40% gave an answer which supported prioritising Australian needs. This
was supported by 22% of respondents which supported increasing domestic supply security.

Lower Gas Prices
65% of all respondents prioritised affordable energy for Australian Households first out of four
factors influencing debate on a national gas reservation.
64% of all respondents indicated that they agreed that a national gas reservation policy would
lead to lower energy prices for Australian households and businesses.
When supporters of gas reservation were asked an open-ended question about why they
supported the policy, 27% gave an answer which indicated affordable gas prices.
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SUMMARY

“Australian gas for Australians first” sentiment appears more consistent across multiple questions,
indicating that while both themes are important, domestic priority consistently scores high, and
affordability is also strong, but framed more as a benefit of reservation.

Respondents see Australian gas for Australians first as the foundational principle for a national gas
reservation policy, and affordable energy for consumers and businesses as the key benefits of that
principle.

There is wide support for a national gas reservation policy across the political spectrum (2025 Fed
Vote: ALP 80%, L/NP 83%, Grn 67%, ONP 84%). We believe this is due to the foundational principle of
support – Australian gas for Australians first which motivates otherwise opponents of government
intervention to support such a policy.

This has implications for the Government when designing the policy. Any Government that is
viewed as giving exporters too many exemptions as to weaken the policy will be seen acting
against ordinary Australians, an attitude that is deeply corrosive to any Government’s public
standing.

5

George Hasanakos
Director, Head of Research



Response %

Governments should require all gas exporters to reserve some of their
gas for the Australian market 79%

It should be up to gas exporters to make their own decisions whether
they supply gas to the Australian market 9%

I don’t know 12%

TOPLINE RESULTS
Q. Currently there are two different approaches in Australia to balancing the energy needs of
Australian customers with those of international customers:
 
In Western Australia, the state government requires gas producers to reserve gas for local
households and businesses in the state, with the remainder open to be exported.

On the east coast of Australia there is no gas reservation policy, leaving it up to gas companies to
make their own decisions about whether they sell any gas to customers in Australia.

Which view are you more inclined to agree with?

Q. Can you tell me more about why you
believe governments should require
exporters to reserve some of their supply for
the Australian market?
(Asked only of respondents who were supportive of a
gas reservation (n=1030)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

Prioritise Australian Needs

Affordable Gas Prices

Domestic Supply Security

Fairness

Protect Local Consumers

Control of National Resources

Support Local Economy

Crisis Preparedness

Miscellaneous / No Answer

40%

27%

22%

13%

12%

12%

8%

5%

15%

Q. Can you tell me more about why you
believe these decisions should be left up to
businesses?
(Only asked of respondents against Gas Reservation
(n=120))

0% 10%
20%

30%
40%

50%
60%

Expertise And Knowledge

Free Market Principles

Reduced Government Interference

Profit Motivation And Innovation

Efficiency And Agility

Miscellaneous / No Answer

19%

16%

14%

6%

3%

53%

Open-ended Follow Up Questions
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TOPLINE RESULTS

Q. Having heard the arguments from both sides, would you support a government imposed gas
reservation policy that requires all exporters to supply a portion of their gas to the Australian
market?
Note: This question was asked after participants were presented with four arguments about a gas
reservation policy (two supportive, two opposed) and asked their thoughts. The responses to these
statements can be found in the following section

Q. Who is best placed to implement a gas reserve for Australia?
Note: Only asked of respondents supportive of Gas Reservation (n=1011)

Yes No Don't Know

78% 7% 15%

Q. Major gas exporters’ current international contracts won’t expire for another 10 years. When
do you believe a gas reserve for Australian households and businesses should start: 
Note: Only asked of respondents supportive of Gas Reservation (n=1011)

As soon as possible In five years Not until the current contracts expire

Don’t know

73% 15% 7% 5%

The federal government Individual states and territories Don't Know

74% 18% 8%

Note: The following four questions were asked only of
respondents who answered yes to the above question
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TOPLINE RESULTS

Q. Which of these approaches to a gas reservation would you be most inclined to support: 
Note: Only asked of respondents supportive of Gas Reservation (n=1011)

Response %

One which applies to all exporter gas from a future starting date 75%

One which applies only to new exporter gas projects, and all current
production is exempt from the reservation. 15%

I don’t know 10%

Q. Which businesses should be subject to a gas reservation policy?
Note: Only asked of respondents supportive of Gas Reservation (n=1011)

Every Gas Exporter Only Gas Exporters who have uncontracted or surplus gas

I don't know

73% 17% 10%

Note: The remaining questions were asked of all participants
Q. Do you agree or disagree with this statement: If a company wants a permit to export gas from
Australia they should first have to sell gas into the Australian market? 

Response %

Strongly Agree 46%

Agree 36%

Neutral 16%

Disagree 2%

Strongly Disagree 0%
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TOPLINE RESULTS

First Preference %

Affordable energy for Australian households 65%

Affordable energy for Australian businesses 16%

Transitioning Australia away from gas 11%

Protecting gas export contracts 8%

Q. Please rank the following from most important to least important

Average Preference
Affordable energy for Australian households 1.40

Affordable energy for Australian businesses 2.08

Transitioning Australia away from gas 2.58

Protecting gas export contracts 2.68

Q. At present, more than 20% of gas intended for Australia’s domestic market is bought by a
major gas exporter who instead sells it overseas at a higher price, contributing to supply
shortages here.

 What is your view on this practice?

It should be banned It should be limited It should be allowed I don’t know

46% 36% 7% 11%

Q. If a gas reservation applies to existing gas exporters from a future date and allows exporters
to honour export contracts. Is it?

Prospective Retrospective I don’t know

36% 20% 44%
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TOPLINE RESULTS

Q. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with these statements in general?

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly

Disagree
Net

Agree
Businesses should be free to
make decisions in the best

interests of their shareholders,
without government

interference

5% 22% 36% 28% 9% -10%

If an industry isn’t acting in the
interests of the Australian

public, the government should
intervene

38% 43% 17% 2% 0% 79%
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Agree With 
Statement

Unsure About
Statement

Disagree With
Statement

22% 18% 38%

EFFECTIVNESS TESTING
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Q. Critics of a gas reservation policy argue that it would discourage gas producers from
developing new projects in Australia, potentially costing jobs and income to Australia.

 What do you think of this argument? 

Q. Supporters of a gas reservation policy argue that it would lead to lower energy prices for
Australian households, manufacturing and industrial businesses. 

What do you think of this argument?

Agree With 
Statement

Unsure About
Statement

Disagree With
Statement

64% 14% 8%

Lower Prices Argument

Job Losses Argument

Note: Totals do not add to 100% for all questions because a proportion of
participants provided responses that could not be simply categorised.



EFFECTIVENESS TESTING
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Q. Critics of a gas reservation policy also argue that if exporters are forced to reserve
supply for Australia, it could disrupt and lead to the breach of long-term export contracts
with major trading partners like Japan, South Korea and Malaysia and damage Australia’s
reputation as a reliable trading partner and make it harder to secure foreign investment.

 What do you think of this argument?

Agree With 
Statement

Unsure About
Statement

Disagree With
Statement

15% 23% 45%

Q. Supporters of a gas reservation policy argue that natural resources like gas are owned
by the Australian public and that Australian households and businesses should benefit
from this in terms of lower energy prices. 

They argue it's up to gas companies to make commercial decisions about investing in gas
supply so they can meet their obligations to supply the domestic market and honour
export contracts. 

What do you think of this argument?

Sovereign Risk Argument

National Interest Argument

Agree With 
Statement

Unsure About
Statement

Disagree With
Statement

58% 21% 11%

Note: Totals do not add to 100% for all questions because a proportion of
participants provided responses that could not be simply categorised.



DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Governments
should require all
gas exporters to
reserve some of
their gas for the

Australian market

It should be up to
gas exporters to
make their own

decisions whether
they supply gas to

the Australian
market

I don’t know

Total 79% 9% 12%

By Gender
Male 83% 10% 7%

Female 76% 8% 16%

By Age
18 - 24 62% 25% 13%

25 - 34 70% 17% 13%

35 - 44 77% 11% 12%

45 - 54 81% 6% 13%

> 54 86% 4% 10%

By Voting Intention
ALP 82% 9% 9%

LNP 82% 11% 7%

Grn 67% 17% 16%

ONP 82% 6% 12%

Oth 86% 1% 13%

Undec 58% 8% 34%

Q. Which view are you more inclined to agree with?
Note: This question has been shortened to suit the page layout. Full wording is on Page 6.
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Yes No Don’t Know

Total 78% 7% 15%

By Gender
Male 84% 7% 9%

Female 72% 8% 20%

By Age
18 - 24 71% 12% 17%

25 - 34 69% 13% 18%

35 - 44 75% 7% 18%

45 - 54 75% 5% 20%

> 54 84% 5% 11%

By Voting Intention
ALP 80% 7% 13%

LNP 83% 7% 10%

Grn 67% 11% 22%

ONP 84% 8% 8%

Oth 83% 4% 13%

Undec 45% 12% 43%

Q. Having heard the arguments from both sides, would you support a government imposed
gas reservation policy that requires all exporters to supply a portion of their gas to the
Australian market?
Note: This question was asked after participants were presented with four arguments about a gas
reservation policy (two supportive, two opposed) and asked their thoughts. The responses to these
statements can be found in the following section
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

The
  federal government

Individual states
and territories I don’t know

Total 74% 18% 8%

By Gender
Male 77% 17% 6%

Female 70% 19% 11%

By Age
18 - 24 60% 30% 10%

25 - 34 64% 28% 8%

35 - 44 68% 25% 7%

45 - 54 76% 16% 8%

> 54 81% 11% 8%

By Voting Intention
ALP 75% 15% 10%

LNP 78% 15% 7%

Grn 68% 23% 9%

ONP 74% 15% 11%

Oth 73% 22% 5%

Undec 57% 32% 11%

Q. Who is best placed to implement a gas reserve for Australia?
Note: Only asked of respondents supportive of Gas Reservation (n=1011)
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

As soon
  as possible In five years

Not until the
current

contracts
  expire

I don’t know

Total 73% 15% 7% 5%

By Gender
Male 74% 16% 7% 3%

Female 72% 13% 8% 7%

By Age
18 - 24 43% 35% 14% 8%

25 - 34 53% 29% 11% 7%

35 - 44 66% 21% 8% 5%

45 - 54 73% 16% 6% 5%

> 54 86% 5% 5% 4%

By Voting Intention
ALP 67% 17% 9% 7%

LNP 82% 10% 6% 2%

Grn 58% 24% 9% 9%

ONP 80% 13% 4% 3%

Oth 76% 15% 7% 2%

Undec 68% 13% 6% 13%

Q. Major gas exporters’ current international contracts won’t expire for another 10 years.
When do you believe a gas reserve for Australian households and businesses should start: 
Note: Only asked of respondents supportive of Gas Reservation (n=1011)
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Every Gas Exporter
Only Gas Exporters

who have
uncontracted or

  surplus gas
I don't know

Total 73% 17% 10%

By Gender
Male 76% 18% 6%

Female 69% 16% 15%

By Age
18 - 24 49% 30% 21%

25 - 34 64% 23% 13%

35 - 44 64% 26% 10%

45 - 54 76% 13% 11%

> 54 81% 11% 8%

By Voting Intention
ALP 68% 20% 12%

LNP 78% 13% 9%

Grn 68% 18% 14%

ONP 81% 6% 13%

Oth 72% 21% 7%

Undec 69% 12% 19%

Q. Which businesses should be subject to a gas reservation policy?
Note: Only asked of respondents supportive of Gas Reservation (n=1011)
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

One which applies
  to all exporter gas

from a future
starting date

One which applies
only to new

exporter gas
  projects, and all

current production
is exempt from the

reservation.

I don’t know

Total 75% 15% 10%

By Gender
Male 79% 15% 6%

Female 69% 14% 17%

By Age
18 - 24 57% 30% 13%

25 - 34 59% 29% 12%

35 - 44 70% 19% 11%

45 - 54 78% 17% 5%

> 54 83% 6% 11%

By Voting Intention
ALP 72% 17% 10%

LNP 75% 14% 11%

Grn 67% 16% 17%

ONP 80% 11% 10%

Oth 83% 14% 3%

Undec 72% 5% 22%

Q. Which of these approaches to a gas reservation would you be most inclined to support: 
Note: Only asked of respondents supportive of Gas Reservation (n=1011)
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly

Disagree
Net (Agree
- Disagree)

Total 46% 36% 16% 2% 0% 80%

By Gender
Male 50% 35% 12% 3% 0% 82%

Female 41% 37% 20% 2% 1% 75%

By Age
18 - 24 24% 44% 28% 4% 0% 64%

25 - 34 24% 47% 26% 3% 0% 68%

35 - 44 36% 43% 17% 3% 1% 75%

45 - 54 43% 38% 17% 2% 0% 79%

> 54 62% 27% 9% 1% 1% 87%

By Voting Intention
ALP 43% 38% 17% 3% 0% 78%

LNP 57% 28% 11% 4% 0% 81%

Grn 27% 51% 20% 2% 1% 75%

ONP 52% 26% 17% 1% 5% 72%

Oth 52% 38% 9% 0% 1% 89%

Undec 26% 36% 36% 0% 2% 60%

Q. Do you agree or disagree with this statement: 

If a company wants a permit to export gas from Australia they should first have to sell gas
into the Australian market? 
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Affordable
energy

  for Australian
households

Affordable
energy for
Australian
businesses

Protecting gas
export

contracts

Transitioning
Australia away

from gas

Total 65% 16% 8% 11%

By Gender
Male 61% 18% 10% 11%

Female 70% 13% 6% 11%

By Age
18 - 24 60% 11% 9% 20%

25 - 34 55% 17% 10% 18%

35 - 44 73% 14% 2% 11%

45 - 54 69% 12% 10% 9%

> 54 66% 18% 7% 9%

By Voting Intention
ALP 64% 13% 7% 16%

LNP 65% 19% 10% 6%

Grn 53% 14% 6% 27%

ONP 72% 14% 12% 2%

Oth 71% 18% 2% 8%

Undec 74% 11% 11% 4%

Q. Please rank the following from most important to least important (First Preference)
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Affordable
energy

  for Australian
households

Affordable
energy for
Australian
businesses

Protecting gas
export

contracts

Transitioning
Australia away

from gas

Total 1.40 2.08 2.68 2.58

By Gender
Male 1.46 2.06 2.65 2.62

Female 1.35 2.11 2.72 2.53

By Age
18 - 24 1.51 2.18 2.55 2.31

25 - 34 1.57 2.09 2.63 2.40

35 - 44 1.30 2.15 2.72 2.50

45 - 54 1.35 2.11 2.77 2.71

> 54 1.38 2.03 2.68 2.71

By Voting Intention
ALP 1.42 2.19 2.64 2.43

LNP 1.38 1.97 2.63 2.82

Grn 1.59 2.16 2.83 2.16

ONP 1.34 1.93 2.69 3.05

Oth 1.32 2.10 2.81 2.60

Undec 1.33 2.08 2.64 2.95

Q. Please rank the following from most important to least important (Average Preference)
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

It should be
banned

It should be
limited

It should be
allowed I don’t know

Total 46% 36% 7% 11%

By Gender
Male 49% 34% 8% 9%

Female 43% 38% 6% 13%

By Age
18 - 24 25% 50% 15% 10%

25 - 34 24% 42% 17% 17%

35 - 44 42% 40% 6% 12%

45 - 54 40% 39% 5% 16%

> 54 60% 29% 4% 7%

By Voting Intention
ALP 42% 37% 8% 13%

LNP 46% 40% 8% 6%

Grn 33% 42% 10% 15%

ONP 55% 30% 5% 10%

Oth 66% 21% 5% 8%

Undec 29% 41% 6% 24%

Q. At present, more than 20% of gas intended for Australia’s domestic market is bought by a
major gas exporter who instead sells it overseas at a higher price, contributing to supply
shortages here.

 What is your view on this practice?
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Retrospective Prospective I don’t know

Total 20% 36% 44%

By Gender
Male 22% 44% 34%

Female 18% 28% 54%

By Age
18 - 24 20% 35% 45%

25 - 34 17% 44% 39%

35 - 44 19% 42% 39%

45 - 54 17% 36% 47%

> 54 23% 32% 45%

By Voting Intention
ALP 22% 39% 39%

LNP 22% 37% 41%

Grn 16% 40% 44%

ONP 19% 30% 51%

Oth 26% 38% 36%

Undec 5% 14% 81%

Q. If a gas reservation applies to existing gas exporters from a future date and allows
exporters to honour export contracts. Is it:
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly

Disagree
Net (Agree
- Disagree)

Total 5% 22% 36% 28% 9% -10%

By Gender
Male 6% 25% 31% 28% 10% -7%

Female 5% 19% 41% 28% 7% -11%

By Age
18 - 24 7% 33% 41% 12% 7% 21%

25 - 34 6% 36% 35% 19% 4% 19%

35 - 44 10% 23% 40% 23% 4% 6%

45 - 54 1% 24% 35% 30% 10% -15%

> 54 5% 15% 35% 35% 12% -27%

By Voting Intention
ALP 6% 23% 36% 26% 9% -6%

LNP 7% 27% 30% 30% 6% -2%

Grn 7% 26% 32% 25% 10% -2%

ONP 7% 24% 33% 31% 5% -5%

Oth 2% 7% 46% 33% 12% -36%

Undec 5% 26% 39% 19% 11% 1%

Q. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with these statements in general?

Businesses should be free to make decisions in the best interests of their shareholders,
without government interference.
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DEMOGRAPHIC
BREAKDOWNS

Strongly
Agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly

Disagree
Net (Agree
- Disagree)

Total 38% 43% 17% 2% 0% 79%

By Gender
Male 39% 42% 16% 2% 1% 78%

Female 36% 43% 19% 2% 0% 77%

By Age
18 - 24 33% 42% 23% 2% 0% 73%

25 - 34 32% 42% 25% 1% 0% 73%

35 - 44 27% 49% 21% 3% 0% 73%

45 - 54 34% 46% 19% 1% 0% 79%

> 54 46% 39% 12% 2% 1% 82%

By Voting Intention
ALP 41% 42% 15% 2% 0% 81%

LNP 36% 46% 14% 3% 1% 78%

Grn 29% 49% 21% 1% 0% 77%

ONP 45% 32% 15% 6% 2% 69%

Oth 41% 39% 20% 0% 0% 80%

Undec 30% 37% 32% 1% 0% 66%

Q. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with these statements in general?

If an industry isn’t acting in the interests of the Australian public, the government should
intervene.
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Get in Touch
Evan Schwarten
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